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2024 was a strong year for Discovering Justice. We expanded our reach 
and continued our work as a leader in civic education. Our programs 
reached tens of thousands of students across Massachusetts. 
Discovering Justice partnered with over 50 school districts and 
supported over 500 educators to bring tailored experiential civic 
education into the classroom and courthouse. 

Our Children Discovering Justice (CDJ) curriculum continued engaging 
students ranging from Kindergarten all the way through Grade 5. We 
were able to share our Massachusetts standards-aligned CDJ curriculum in over 130 schools. The lessons 
within the curriculum create a foundation for understanding how the justice system works and students’ 
role in shaping it. The CDJ adaptable modules explore topics like fairness, community leadership, Native 
Peoples, and environmental justice. Teachers rave about how our lesson plans serve as a launchpad for 
meaningful conversations in learning about social studies and themselves. We continue to deepen how 
we support educators, through our professional development work. These trainings expand capacity 
amongst teachers in over 15 schools across the state.

The Mock Trial and Mock Appeal Programs brought nearly 300 legal professionals instructing cases to 
over 300 middle school students in over 25 schools. Over the course of 10-11 weeks, students worked with 
volunteer legal mentors to prepare legal arguments they presented in actual Massachusetts courtrooms. 
These programs develop students’ public speaking, teamwork, understanding of the law, and their own 
self-image as advocates. It is also incredible to think that this year alone we gave over 2,500 tours of 
the John Joseph Moakley Courthouse to the public. We are deeply grateful for the attorneys, volunteers, 
and judges who make these experiences possible.

It is through our collaborative efforts that, together, we are able to continue Discovering Justice’s work. 
On behalf of our staff and Board, I want to extend our deepest thank you for your continued support 
and dedication to this work. 

With gratitude,
Tony Jordan 
Chair, Board of Trustees

The Year at a Glance
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Letter from Board Chair, Tony Jordan
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Discovering Justice’s Mock Trial and Mock Appeal 
Programs pair middle school students with legal 
professionals to explore the judicial system and learn 
case analysis. Each semester, through weekly sessions, 
student attorney’s develop their confidence along with 
vital skills such as public speaking, critical thinking, and 
active listening. This semester-long program culminates 
with students presenting their case before a real judge 
and jury of community members for Mock Trial and panel 
of judges for Mock Appeal. 

Mock Trial & Appeal

13 School Districts   

29 Schools 

381 Students

156 Legal Mentors 

32 Law Firms and Legal  
Organizations Engaged

MOCK TRIAL

10 School Districts   

26 Schools 

310 Students

137 Legal Mentors 

27 Law Firms and Legal  
Organizations Engaged

MOCK APPEAL

•	 2,518 people toured the John Joseph Moakley Courthouse 

•	 Over 4,500 people attended our courthouse events 
including: Zoom with a Judge, Black History and the 50th 
Anniversary of Boston Desegregation. 

Discovering Justice teaches students 

not only that they have a voice and 

how to use it, but also that using 

their voice means something.”

Tom Rachele, Director of Humanities  
Springfield Public Schools

“

Courthouse Tours & Programming

Thank you for organizing the tour! Everytime I see the building, I know the story 

behind it and can appreciate it more.”

“

Emily, International School of Boston
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Children Discovering Justice
Children Discovering Justice (CDJ) is a MA standards-aligned K-5 civics curriculum engaging students in 
topics such as community, equity and while answering the essential question, “What is justice and how do I 
use my voice to advocate for it?” CDJ offers high quality, easy to use lessons with flexible tools and activities 
based on real-time needs of educators. The curriculum provides students with the foundational knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions to be engaged, critical, compassionate, and active leaders of our democracy, and 
provides teachers with the culturally-responsive scaffolds, entry points, and tangibles to explore critical 
topics and conversations.

CDJ  (Children of Discovering Justice) really gave my students the ability to talk 

about justices and injustices and what they would hope to see in our community.  

It gave them ownership and the ability to see themselves as problem solvers and 

change makers.”
						      Andrea Wong-Peterson, Boston Public Schools

Schools Supported

132 Schools with our program

22,119 Total students served

44 School Districts engaged

“

573 Educators trained by Discovering  
Justice Staff

18

Professional Development
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FY24 Financials

Expenses

Total Expenses

$2,112,594
Total Revenue

$1,881,942

Total Program Expenses

General and Administrative

Fundraising

Revenue

Fees for Services

In-Kind

62%

23%

15%

9%

51%

Grants
23%

Give the gift of civic education by supporting us today.  
Just as the teachers and students we serve rely on us to provide robust 
and enriching civic education programs, we rely on you, our community, 
to financially support and strengthen our capacity to prepare and engage 
students in our democracy. Please scan the QR code to make your gift today!

We would like to give a special thank you to our in-kind donors. Thanks to their generosity, we 
received $567,470 in in-kind volunteers and $401,759 in in-kind rent.

Individual
4%

Special Events
13%
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FY24 Donors

Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Amelia Peabody Foundation
American Criminal Justice Association
Anderson & Krieger LLP
Attorney Admissions Fund
Brookline Community Foundation
Bushrod H. Campbell and Adah F. Hall Charity Fund
Cabot Family Charitable Trust
Cambridge Community Foundation
Capplis, Connors, Carroll & Ennis, PC
Casner & Edwards, LLP
Cetrulo LLP
Charles River Associates
Cogan Family Foundation
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
Cooley LLP
Cummings Foundation
Dell Technologies
Donnelly, Conroy & Gelhaar, LLP
Eastern Bank
EY
Fidelity Investments
G.W. Cadbury Charitable Trust
Goodwin Procter LLP
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP
Hirsch Roberts Weinstein LLP
Hogan Lovells
Impact Trial Consulting LLC
JJ McDonnell Margaret O’Brien Foundation
Jones Day
Laird Trial Consulting, LLC
Laredo, Smith & Kane, LLP
Libby Hoopes Brooks & Mulvey, P.C.

Liberty Mutual Foundation
Liberty Mutual Insurance
MassMutual Insurance
McDermott Will & Schulte
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Northern Trust
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Pierce Atwood LLP
Plymouth Rock Assurance Foundation
Ropes & Gray LLP
Sanofi
Shattuck Charitable Trust
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
State Street
Sunstein LLP
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
The Beveridge Family Foundation
The Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation
The Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation
The Schochet Companies
Todd & Weld LLP
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Wellington Management Foundation
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C.

We are especially thankful for all the individuals 
and families whose names are not listed here but 
whose generous support helps make our work 
possible.

Corporate & Foundation Gifts


